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in the United States than in India. But if it is expressed in U.S.
relative prices, as it should be for the purposes of comparison,
the ratio is only 2.2 :1.18Per capita income in the United States
is nearly 30 times higher than in India, but agricultural output
per head of population is only 2.2 times higher. The distance that
separates agricultural surplus from scarcity is thus much narrower
than has often been assumed.19
Once the gap is measured in this way, it can be suggested that
at an annual per capita rate of growth of agricultural output of
2 per cent, India would need about 40 years only to reach the
present level of per capita output in the United States—a level
which, considering the very low expenditure elasticities for food
items, would not increase significantly.20 Thus, the transition
from scarcity to surplus would not require endless centuries,
18	This is not as incredible as it may sound at first. The average U.S. stomach
is little, if at all, larger than the average Indian stomach.   The difference in
per capita availability of food products in the two countries follows from the
extent to which many stomachs   remain empty and from the composition
of diet in the two countries.  To reach the level in the United States, the per
capita supply of agricultural products in India will have to change roughly
as follows : a fall by more than one-third in the intake of cereals and potatoes ;
a fall of two-thirds in that of pulses and nuts ; three-fold increases in sugar
and fibres ; five-fold increases in fats and oils, milk products and fish: and
ninety-fold increase in consumption of meat (see F.A.O., Yearbook, Production,
Rome).  The patterns of food consumption are of course never exactly repro-
duced anywhere with rising incomes.   It is impossible to imagine that meat
consumption in India would rise to the U. S. standards.    But these are the
orders of magnitude needed if an exact replica of the United States agricultural
basket were to be created in India. If these changes are applied to the existing
structure of Indian agricultural output the overall increase required in per
capita availabilities adds up to the magnitude suggested here.
19	For a similar conclusion, see "Development Problems in Southern Europe
and Ireland *' in the Economic Survey   of Europe in 1959 by the   U. N.
Economic Commission for Europe. Per capita agricultural output in southern
European countries was estimated to be only 20 per cent lower than that in
the industrial countries of western Europe, although per capita income in the
latter was five times as high (Chapter "VH, Table 7, p. 21),
20	Between 1934-38 and 1956 the per capita consumption of a weighted basket
of major quantities of food items in the United States increased by 8 per cent,
showing an expenditure elasticity for physical quantities of food of only 0.1
per cent.  See "Consumption Trends in Western Europe" in Economic Survey
of Europe in 1958, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (Geneva
9159), Chapter V, Table 5, p. 10.

